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“I always wanted
to be a firefighter.” 

Maumelle Fire Chief
George Glenn
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Ponds, ornamental water gar-
dens, and moving water fea-
tures allow us to experience 

a part of nature right in our own back 
yards.   Many people dream of hav-
ing some type of water feature at their 
home or place of business, but they 
are unsure about which one is most 
appropriate for them.  Some people 
fear the upkeep and maintenance re-
quired, while others are scared away 
by common myths.  By informing 
yourself about the different options 
available, you can choose the water 
element that is most appropriate for 
your landscape and your individual 
circumstances, while avoiding com-
mon pitfalls that can lead to unneces-
sary problems down the road. 

There are a myriad of benefits to 
having a pond or water feature in your 
yard.  Moving water elements provide 
a soothing auditory dimension to our 
green areas and they impart a sense 
of well-being to those who encoun-
ter them.  In addition to reducing the 
stress, anxiety, and high blood pres-
sure of their owners, water elements 

Reflections on Ponds, Ornamental 
Water Gardens, & Moving
Water Features			        By Michael Smith

create an inviting area for people to 
spend leisure hours with friends and 
family.  Ponds and water gardens 
also attract local wildlife such as 
dragonflies, butterflies, and songbirds 
by providing a beneficial area that 
is welcoming to them as a habitat.  
Moreover, water features of all vari-
eties also tend to make homes more 
attractive to potential buyers because 
they raise the perceived value of a 
home, allowing homeowners to get 
higher asking prices, making them a 
worthwhile investment.

Ponds make a wonderful addition 
to a backyard or garden.  For people 
wanting to keep koi or goldfish, this is 
the appropriate option.  Keeping fish 
is typically the intent of a person in-
stalling a true pond, and the fish gen-
erally serve as the focal point of this 
type of water feature.  

Ponds can range from around 250 
gallons to several thousand gallons in 
volume, and size does matter if you 
intend to keep koi, a popular variety 
of carp that can grow to a few feet 
in length.  A minimum size of 1000 

gallons is recommended for keep-
ing koi.  A pond that houses goldfish 
may be smaller, but small pond own-
ers should beware of overstocking as 
some species of goldfish can become 
quite large.

Depth is also of great importance 
if fish are being kept in the pond.  
During the winter months coldwater 
fish such as koi and goldfish will hi-
bernate, but the pond must be deep 
enough that it cannot freeze solid.  In 
Arkansas, a depth of 2-4 feet is gen-
erally sufficient for this purpose, but 
the required depth varies depending 
on the size of the pond.  The larger 
the pond is in volume, the slower the 
temperature is to change; thus, larger 
volume ponds may be shallower than 
smaller volume ponds.

For some people, an ornamental 
water garden is a better option than 
a full-fledged pond.  While some wa-
ter gardens can be very elaborate and 

quite large, they can be scaled easily 
to fit size and budget requirements.  
Most ornamental water gardens are 
comprised of a small to moderately 
sized pool of water that is adjoined 
by a series of eye-catching waterfalls, 
streams, and planted areas known as 
bog filters.  While these adjoining fea-
tures are also frequently found with 
full-scale ponds, they do not tend to 
be the central focal point like they are 
in an ornamental water garden.  Peo-
ple who have small water gardens 
may opt to have a few of the smaller 
species of goldfish but should typi-
cally avoid keeping koi.

Another way to add water to the 
landscape is through a moving wa-
ter feature.  Water features come in 
many shapes and styles and may be 
integrated into a landscape that has 
an existing pond or water garden, or 
they may stand alone.  Moving wa-
ter features are an ideal solution for 
people who are very limited on space.  
When water features are mentioned 
people typically think of traditional 
water fountains.  While these time 
honored enhancements to our gar-
dens are always a welcome addition, 
there are many new exciting ways to 
add moving water to our gardens.

Newer moving water features 
include disappearing, or “pondless”, 
waterfalls, fountains, and streams.  
Water cascades down a stream, over 
rocks, or out of a large piece of pot-
tery and appears to disappear into 
rocks or gravel on the ground.  An un-
derground basin then catches the wa-
ter and houses a pump that returns 
the water to the top of the water fea-
ture.  These types of water features 
are ideal for people who wish to add 
water into their landscape, but do not 
want to worry about unattended pets 

or toddlers in their vi-
cinity.  Since the only 
water that is exposed 
is only an inch or two 
deep, they are safe 
to put in any area, 
even the front yard.

When properly 
designed with good 
filtration and circula-
tion, ponds and wa-
ter gardens require 
little maintenance 
because they are 
made to replicate 
a self-maintaining 
ecosystem.  While 
no pond is mainte-
nance-free, good de-
sign combined with 
practices of not over-
feeding or overstock-
ing the pond make 
pond management 
very simple.

Utilizing bog fil-
ters can greatly im-
prove water quality 
and reduce mainte-
nance in a pond or 
water garden.  Bog 
filters are raised ar-
eas on the edge of a pond that are 
full of gravel and are heavily plant-
ed. They filter the water naturally by 
catching floating particles to clear up 
the water and by consuming the Ni-
trogen-based waste produced by the 
fish and uneaten food.  These filters 
look astounding, and polish the wa-
ter crystal clear.  Because the plants 
feed from the excess nutrients in the 
water, they will also help control al-
gae growth.  The best part about bog 
filters is that you can use them to 
retro-fit existing ponds that are poorly 

filtered.
Maintenance for pondless or 

disappearing water features is virtu-
ally non-existent.  Outside of clearing 
away a few leaves here and there 
and adding pet friendly algacides on 
occasion, there is almost no work to 
be done.  These water features can 
be fitted with automatic top-off mech-
anisms that keep them full of water so 
there is no refilling to be done.

COUNTERING MYTHS 
The most common myth about 

ponds and water features is that they 
produce mosquitoes.  It is a fact that 
mosquitoes need still water that is ox-
ygen deprived to reproduce.  A prop-
erly designed pond or water feature 
should have good water flow and high 
oxygenation which prevents mosquito 
eggs from surviving.  If you already 
have a pond and it does not have 
good flow in some areas, there is a 
very simple remedy – the mosquito 
fish.  Just stop by your local aquari-
um store and ask for some of these 

Pondless Waterfall Pondless Waterfall Diagram
Continued on Page 20

Disappearing Fountain

Disappearing Fountain

Home & Garden Michael Smith is 
a co-owner of North-
Side Aquatics (www.
n s a q u a t i c s . c o m ) , 
located on Counts 
Massie Rd. in Mau-
melle.  He specializes 
in ponds, water gar-
dens, and freshwater 
planted aquariums.  
He welcomes anyone 
with questions to stop in for a chat. 

Rafimi Photography



economy.  If you find yourself 
without work for more than a 
couple of weeks, it’s time to 
do something.  Do anything—
but don’t “just look!”  Volun-
teer, work part time or take 
a class or seminar.  Ambition 
and drive are incredibly attrac-
tive qualities for an employee.  
Showing that you are making 
the best of a tough situation, 
and even working to improve 
yourself and your skills while 
you’re at it, will show your po-
tential employer that you are 
made of good stuff!  

The forecast for 2009 is cloudy, but with a few rays 
of sunshine sure to come through.  The financial services 
market has already experienced such deep cuts—there is 
good reason to be hopeful that the worst is over.  

The labor market is likely to increase if talk of the 
“roads and bridges projects” promised by Obama proves 
to become a reality.  Technology jobs are likely to continue 
to be cut—at least for awhile.  Job sectors will vary—re-
tail, manufacturing, and others will fluctuate as the market 
shifts.  

Be flexible and open-minded when looking for a job.  
Figure out ways to transfer your skills into jobs that you 
wouldn’t normally be drawn to.  Skills are transferable.  
You might just find your perfect position is one that you 
really didn’t expect to even be interested in.  Expand your 
possibilities by thinking outside your immediate realm of 
possibility.  Let’s face it, we’ve gone through worse, and 
we’ll get through this, too.      
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Looking Forward... 2009 in perspective... 
Continued from Page  17
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Reflections on Ponds, Ornamental Water Gardens & Moving Water Features...
Continued from Page  15

Disappearing Fountains

stead he apologizes for whatever he 
did wrong. I ask him why he is be-
ing so nice, and he replies, “Jesus is 
telling me to.” And with that he starts 
reading aloud to me.

Gavin is my lifeline. Without him, 
I don’t think I would be alive. I like to 
watch his bright hazel eyes when he 
reads. He likes to try to talk to me, but 
I usually don’t talk back. But today is 
different. He asks me to go on a walk 
with him. I tell him I can’t because my 
skin will get a rash. He sheepishly pulls 
an umbrella out of his backpack. I am 
taken aback by his kindness. I accept.

Over the next week, Gavin would 
ask me to walk, and I would say yes, 
but it wasn’t fun after the first time. I 
was forced to remain in the shade the 
entire time, and I had to wear warm 
clothes in the hot, humid weather. But 
being with Gavin makes it worth while. 

Gavin says he’s staying a lot longer 
today. He has a surprise for me. But for 
right now he leaves me alone and does 
his homework. Lu...lup...lupus I can’t 
hear it as loudly when Gavin is over. In 
fact, I barely hear it anymore. But it is 
still there, in the back of my mind, still 
trying to take over my body.

It is seven thirty at night. Gavin 
says that it’s time. I search his excited 
hazel eyes for the answer. He takes me 
to his car and gets in. We drive to his 
church. I get red in the face, but don’t 
say anything. We go in and worship, 
the service is nice, and the people are 
too. The music wasn’t half bad either.

Mom wants me to start school to-
morrow. I reluctantly agree. It has been 
two and a half months since I have 
gone. There are no red slashes on 
my arm. Tonight was wonderful. I fell 
asleep content.

I am awake, but my eyes are 
closed. I have had the strangest 
dream. A guy named Gavin saved me 
from my own destructive self. I slowly 
open my eyes, not wanting the dream 
to end, and breathe a deep sigh of re-
lief. My dream isn’t a dream after all. 
Gavin told me he was coming to help 
me on my first day back.

As we turn to leave my bedroom, 
I pause at my doorway. All I hear is 
silence. I don’t hear disease trying to 
take over. Smiling to myself, I then 
cross my bedroom and open my cur-
tains.    

Curtains... Continued from Page 18 Fire Chief George Glenn...  Continued from Page 19

We have a simple request, when you have an emergency, 
don’t wait to call for help.  We would much rather get there 
sooner than later.  Early notification sure helps out with the 
positive outcome goals we have.

Our firefighters spend a majority of their day checking fire 
apparatus and equipment, training, conducting public education 
and other prevention related activities.  We are on the street 
and engaged in more activities than most other departments.  
Our troops are expected to be actively engaged and working 
within the community.  We are a service based organization.  
It is crucial that every firefighter clearly understands the “who, 
what, when, where, why and how’s” of the business.  I think 
we’ve got that in Maumelle.  

I have a strong belief in sharing resources and information.  
To that end, I remain actively involved in state and national fire 
service organizations.  No department can be fully equipped to 
handle all disasters.  Sharing resources and information is how 
it gets done. Through the fire chiefs association, I am actively 
involved in working on initiatives within the state to improve 
how we help each other and therefore, our communities.

Not only as Fire Chief but also as a citizen of Maumelle, I 
am proud of the accomplishments our people have achieved.  
Maumelle’s citizens can and should be justifiably proud of their 
fire department.  If you haven’t visited YOUR fire department, 
please do so. Just don’t ask to see the Dalmatian.    

•	 Wash your Pop Rocks down with a soda. Brag to all 
your friends about how you survived.
•	 Jump on your bed. Be sure you don’t destroy your fort 
in the process.
•	 Call your CEO and ask if s/he’s got Prince Albert in a 
can. Then ask if the company fridge is running.
•	 Impress all your friends and colleagues with your vast 
knowledge of Pig Latin. (That’s Ig-pay Atin-lay in case 
you’d like to go ahead and practice.) 
•	 Play Marco Polo with your significant other the next 
time you’re separated in Walmart.
•	 Drink a soda and burp the national anthem.
•	 Set “The Wheels on the Bus” as your ringtone.

I’m not saying that we should let our inner child out for 
nonstop party time and shirk the duties that accompany 
adulthood. But an occasional play date wouldn’t be such 
a bad thing. My husband, Lily, and I are headed out in just 
a bit for a little Mexican fiesta feast. Rest assured that I’ll 
applaud my enchiladas and giggle at my refried beans 
with reckless abandon.

Thank you, Lily, for inviting me out to play.   

Inviting your inner child out to play... Continued from Page 11

Gateway Self Storage

758-STOR (7867)

Individual Door Alarms • Climate Controlled
Resident Manager • Propane Refills

Computerized Gate Access
Sizes: 5x5 to 12x45

Moving and Storage Supplies
Commercial Deliveries

24-Hour Access Available

7101 Vestal Court
Off Maumelle Blvd.

(1/4 mile west of I-430)
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fish.  They are quite inexpensive and 
can consume a tremendous number of 
mosquito larvae.

The second most common myth is 
that ponds are messy and require con-
stant cleaning.  Ponds that have good 
circulation and a good skimmer are 
very clean because leaves and other 
surface waste are quickly transported 
to a net that can be emptied periodi-
cally.  For existing ponds that have a 
lot of built up debris, there are bacte-
rial additives that help to break down 
these wastes.  Be sure you have good 
filtration to remove the broken down 
waste, as it can be harmful to fish.  

Consider adding on a bog filter if your current filtration system is insufficient.
One other myth is that tears in pond liner are an expected occasional incon-

venience.  If you use the correct type of pond liner over a sandbed or special pond 
underlayment, pond liner tears are almost unheard of.  The correct type of pond liner 
is a 45 mil EPDM rubber liner which is far more durable than thinner and more brittle 
vinyl liners.  To ensure that you are getting the right type of liner, buy it from a store 
that specializes in ponds and water gardens. 

The key factors to finding the right addition to your outdoor area are under-
standing the requirements of each type of water element and ensuring that what is 
chosen is of good quality, and is designed and installed correctly.  By taking the time 
to examine your options and by speaking with a pond or water garden professional, 
you can make sure that you are on the path to success with the new water element 
in your garden.      

computers and the Internet has made information available at 
the click of a button.  Attention spans are growing shorter as 
people become more accustomed to instant gratification.  If our 
information is instant, why should our entertainment not be?  
Reading a book is a significant investment of time.  Not only 
does reading require time, but thought as well.  Visual images 
are not laid out on the screen for you.  The more insignificant 
parts are left in and must be sifted through in order for the mes-
sage to be found.  People with their busy lifestyles just don’t 
have time for that anymore.  

However, the life of the book is far from over.  Interestingly 
enough, most movies get their plotlines from novels and books 
of yesterday and today.  There are very few original screen-
plays.  It seems that the studios find it nearly impossible to find 
new and intriguing screenplays that don’t originate from a work 
of literature.  Most of the time, the plot of the movie is the result 
of a screenwriter taking a novel and adapting it for the screen.  
Movie studios spend millions of dollars obtaining the rights to 
books, often before they even are on the shelf, just in case 
it may be on the bestseller list.  However, more so than new 
books, old works have been the source of movie material for 
movie studios.  Almost every work of Shakespeare and Jane 
Austen has been adapted to film.  Almost every fairy tale from 
the Grimm brothers has been adapted.  Most of the classic hor-
ror movies, including the stories of Frankenstein’s monster and 
Dracula, come from literature.  Many of our most beloved films 
originated from a novelist or a playwright.  

It is clear that if anything, movies cannot replace books 
entirely.  The film industry relies too heavily upon them for ma-
terial.  Literature is the lifeblood that keeps the film industry 
alive and thriving.  Is film the new literature?  Maybe film cannot 
replace books, but offer new life for them onscreen in a world 
that considers the written word dead.    

Are movies the new literature... Continued from Page 10


